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2026 MASTER PLANNING SURVEY KEY FINDINGS
USAGE AND PARTICIPATION

Residents view parks and recreation as a key part of their
quality of life, with 98% saying they are important. 
Even as broader concerns like transportation, traffic, and
housing affordability are identified as top community
issues, support for new or upgraded recreation facilities 
remain strong (88%).

Overall satisfaction with the existing parks, recreation
facilities, and programs is high at 81%.

Public parks play a vital role in Livermore with nearly
half of residents visiting the parks more than once a
week.

Walking paths and trails are both the most important
facility need and the most fulfilled need, showing a strong
alignment between what households need and what is
available in the park system. Hiking and walking

Yet this high level of usage does not translate  into
program participation, where engagement drops off
sharply with 27% participating  in programs regularly,
while 42% do not participate at all.

Sycamore Grove Park

Park maintenance is well
regarded with satisfaction
rating at 84%.  Meanwhile,
overall park quality is also
viewed well, with 83% rating
it as excellent or good, and
70% saying the same about
recreation facilities.

However, this positive perception is not consistent across
all aspects of the parks system. While parks and facilities
are rated highly, program quality ratings lag behind. Less
than half (45%) rate programs as excellent or good, and a
large share (40%) are unsure how to evaluate them at all. 

This suggests that while residents value the physical
spaces, they are less familiar with or less engaged with
the experiences offered within them. 

Communication plays an important role here. While
reliance on the website is high, other channels appear to
have limited reach. Overall, improving participation is
less about expanding access and more about raising
awareness, improving fit, and reaching residents more
effectively.

Robert Livermore Park/RLCC/LARPD

Robertson Park

Del Valle Regional Park

May Nissen Park

are also the most important
experiences in regional open
spaces and trails, cited by
82% of visitors. Together, 
these findings indicate that
the current trail system is
successfully meeting the
community's primary needs.
The future focus is not simply to maintain these trails, but
to improve the overall experience by adding amenities
such as restrooms, shade, and parking at trailheads
(51%), making trail access more convenient by
connecting smaller neighborhood paths to larger
regional networks (49%), and protecting natural
habitats (46%). Together, these priorities point to a more
connected, accessible, and environmentally protected
regional network. 

Beyond trails, pools and water activities are the most
desired park feature or recreation facility for addition or
improvement. In terms of programming, fitness classes
and activities for adults rank highest among household
needs, while sports programs are also a top priority -
aligning with the reported reason for dissatisfaction
around lack of sports facilities and limited access to
organized activities.

 

classes are available, while others feel the offerings do
not fit their interests or schedules. 

This shows a gap between
residents visiting parks and
participating in programs. The
main issue is not access, but
program awareness and
relevance. Many residents do not
know what programs or 
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