
From: Colleen Haley <colleenh@csda.net> 
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 11:14 AM
To: Mathew Fuzie <mfuzie@larpd.org>
Subject: REQUESTING SUPPORT: AB 259 AND SB 496

Dear Mat,

As you may know, CSDA’s Legislative Committee has taken a support position on the following bills
and CSDA is requesting support letter from its members. Please see the legislation below and ask
me if you have any questions. As far as timing goes…neither bill has been heard in its first policy
committee yet, but we expect that to happen very soon and it would be valuable to receive the letters
beforehand, if possible. Thank you so much for the consideration!

AB 259 – REQUESTING SUPPORT
In 2022, the Legislature passed Assembly Bill 2449 (Rubio), a bill related to the Ralph M. Brown Act
(“the Brown Act”). Beginning in 2023, local agencies were provided with alternative Brown Act
meeting procedures able to be observed in the event of a board member’s absence in connection
with a “just cause” or “emergency circumstances,” allowing for those members so-affected to
participate in the meeting remotely consistent with the process detailed in the bill. Since that time,
several special districts and other local agencies have utilized the procedures established by AB
2449, successfully facilitating remote participation for legislative policymakers that would otherwise
been encumbered by illness, official travel, or medical emergency.
Though the terms of AB 2449 have been amended since their passage (most notably by Assembly Bill
2302 (Addis, 2024)), the sunset date associated with its terms has not been changed; the alternative
Brown Act meeting procedures established by the bill expire at the end of 2025. To avoid this
outcome and preserve the meeting flexibility provided by AB 2449, CSDA is sponsoring legislation to
remove the sunset associated with the bill. CSDA is partnering with the office of Assembly Member
Blanca Rubio (D-Baldwin Park), author of the original bill, to run this legislation.
To support the measure, please fill out this form.
For more information, please see CSDA’s Take Action page. There is also a downloadable sample
letter available here in case you’d prefer to submit the letter that way.

SB 496 – REQUESTING SUPPORT
On October 1, 2023, CARB’s Advanced Clean Fleets (ACF) regulation took effect. This mandate,
among other things, generally requires a phased transition of medium- and heavy-duty fleets from
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internal combustion engines (ICEs) to zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) by 2045.
These regulations are having a significant effect on state and local government agencies, by
increasing the amount of reporting required annually for all vehicles added to and removed from a
state or local government agency’s fleet, the unfunded procurement of new technologies, and the
development of the infrastructure needed to service these new technologies, while still meeting the
same the performance as current technologies. 
SB 496 (Hurtado) will protect communities and provide relief to local agencies by:

SB 496 establishes an Appeals Advisory Committee by which local agencies may request a
review of exemption request denials. This ensures transparency while protecting due process
for those seeking further review.
Additionally, SB 496 would update the emergency vehicle exemption, allowing those vehicles
that respond to and support critical operations related to emergencies and disasters, often
under austere conditions, to continue to protect our communities.
SB 496 also modifies the requirements of the daily usage exemption, removing barriers for the
applicant to comply with the mandate.
Finally, this measure promotes affordability amid rapidly rising cost pressures on essential
local services by averting the costly acquisition of ZEVs before it is possible to install the
infrastructure required to use them

To support the measure, please fill out this form.
For more information, please see CSDA’s Take Action page. There is also a downloadable sample
letter available here in case you’d prefer to submit the letter that way.

Colleen Haley
Bay Area Network Field Representative
California Special Districts Association
1112 I Street, Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95814
www.csda.net
530-902-3932 cell

A Proud California Special Districts Alliance Partner.
California Special Districts Association
Special District Risk Management Authority
CSDA Finance Corporation
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March 26, 2025 DRAFT 

The Honorable Blanca Rubio 
California State Assembly 
1021 O Street, Suite 5250 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE:  ASSEMBLY BILL 259 (RUBIO) - SUPPORT 

Dear Assembly Member Rubio: 

On behalf of the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District, we write to express our strong support for 
AB 259, related to the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

Recognizing the evolving landscape of public meetings and the demonstrated value of remote participation 
options when members of governing bodies are unable to attend a physical gathering, your office 
introduced, and the Legislature passed, Assembly Bill 2449 in 2022, which amended the Ralph M. Brown 
Act. Beginning in 2023, special districts and other local agencies began using the procedures established 
by AB 2449, successfully facilitating remote participation for officials that would otherwise been 
encumbered by illness, official travel, or medical emergency. The provisions of that bill, having been 
negotiated by civil society groups and local government stakeholders, contained numerous safeguards 
and requirements, including the presence of an in-person quorum at the official meeting location.  

While the provisions added by AB 2449 were modified slightly by technical amendments made by 
subsequent legislation, the January 1, 2026 sunset included in the original bill remains. To preserve the 
flexibility provided by your AB 2449, Assembly Bill 259 would eliminate this sunset date, thereby preserving 
indefinitely the remote meeting procedures added by the earlier legislation. AB 259 would not otherwise 
change any other elements of the remote meeting provisions. 

For these reasons, Livermore Area Recreation and Park District is pleased to support your Assembly Bill 
259. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely, 

Jan Palajac, Chair 
Board of Directors 
Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 

cc: Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 
Senator Steven M. Glazer  
California Special Districts Association 
 [via advocacy@csda.net] 
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE  
LIVERMORE AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

DRAFT RESOLUTION NO.  28xx 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN A 
LETTER ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LIVERMORE 

AREA RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE 
ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY BILL (AB) 259 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors, as the governing body of the Livermore 

Area Recreation and Park District, that Board Chair Jan Palajac is hereby authorized to sign a 

letter on behalf of the Board of Directors to the California State Assembly in support of AB 259. 

ON MOTION of Director _____, seconded by Director _____, the foregoing resolution 

was passed and adopted this 26th      day of March, 2025, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: Directors (0) 
NOES: None (0) 
ABSTENTIONS: None (0) 
ABSENT: None (0) 

Approved this 26th   day of  March , 2025 

_____________________________________ 
Jan Palajac  
Chair, Board of Directors 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
Mathew L. Fuzie  
General Manager and ex-officio Clerk 
to the Board of Directors 
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